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VIRGINIA STEM STUDENT PROFILE

Mackenzie Roach

Nansemond River High School, class of 2017

In what grade did you first become interested
ina STEM field?

Eighth Grade

What sparked your interest in STEM?

Project Lead the Way exposed me to many
aspects of engineering, and my chemistry teacher
sparked my interest in combining science with
innovation for the good of society.

How do you picture your future, in higher
education and career?

Chemical Engineering or Project Management

What challenges do STEM students face when following through with their
interest in STEM fields?

Women grow up in a society that encourages them to become housewives, so they
often lack opportunities to try out STEM fields at a young age. People also don't
pursue STEM fields because of the tremendous expense of going to a well-known
STEM college.
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