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MARYLAND STEM STUDENT PROFILE

Annika Ricci

Northwood High School, class of 2018

In what grade did you first become interested
ina STEM field?

First grade

What sparked your interest in STEM?

Growing up, | was always exposed to science
fiction, watching Star Wars and Star Trek, which
has the character that is my namesake. | loved the
idea of traveling through space, and since we
don't currently have spaceships, | wanted to build
them.

How do you picture your future, in higher education and career?

Working towards environmental protection and fighting human-made climate
change, either as a biological or environmental engineer.

What challenges do STEM students face when following through with their
interest in STEM fields?

| think one of the biggest challenges is realizing that you're not the only scientifically
inclined student at your school. For some it can be weird to go from the person giving
aid to the one needing it.
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