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ALASKA STEM STUDENT PROFILE

Sarah Montalbano

Mat-Su Career and Technical High School, class of 2018

In what grade did you first become interested in a STEM field?
Fourth Grade

What sparked your interest in STEM?

My seventh grade science teacher saw some potential in me, and encouraged me to
start a Science Bowl team and participate in Science Olympiad at my middle school.
was hooked, and to this day | still participate in all the biology events | can.

How do you picture your future, in higher education and career?

I will be attending college this fall in order to study molecular biology and computer
science. | hope to pursue a career in research and be a professor, so | can pass on my
knowledge to other students.

What challenges do STEM students face when following through with their
interest in STEM fields?

The greatest barrier to STEM interest is that students don't understand the relevance
of STEM to their lives.
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