ACT Research & Policy | Data Byte | June 2020

Homeschooled Students Now Account for
0.8% of all ACT Test-Takers

J. Scott Payne, PhD, and Jeff Allen, PhD

The purpose of the brief is to explore trends in ACT® participation among homeschooled
students from 2001 to 2019. Among the ACT-tested high school cohort of 2019, slightly
more than 8 of every 1,000 students were classified as homeschooled." The number

of homeschooled students who took the ACT steadily increased from 5,379 in 2001

to a high of 15,452 in 2017. From 2017 to 2018, there was little change in the number

of homeschooled test-takers, and there was a 3% decline from 2018 to 2019. After a
relative peak of 13,647 students in 2012, there was a small decline for 2013, followed by
relatively large gains in the number of homeschooled students taking the ACT for 2015
(5%) and 2016 (8%). Between 2001 and 2019, the number of homeschooled students
who took the ACT increased 178%.

Figure 1. Number of ACT-Tested Homeschooled Students Increased Substantially from 2001 to 2019
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The increase in the number of ACT-tested homeschooled students coincides with
nationwide increases in the number of students taking the ACT.2 Between the 2001
and 2016 cohorts, the total number of students taking the ACT increased 95%.
Furthermore, among all students taking the ACT, the share of homeschooled students
increased steadily between 2001 (5.0 per 1,000 ACT-tested) and 2012 (8.2 per 1,000
ACT-tested; see Figure 2). While the share of homeschooled students taking the ACT
declined to 7.3 per 1,000 ACT-tested from 2013 through 2016, it began increasing in
2017 and hit an all-time high of 8.4 (per 1,000 ACT-tested) in 2019. The increase in
share of homeschooled students taking the ACT from 2017 to 2019 occurred while the
number of homeschooled ACT-tested students declined.

Figure 2. Share of Homeschooled Students Taking the ACT Increased by 40% from 2001 to 2019

The increase in ACT-tested homeschooled students is consistent with national trends:
In 1999, 1.7% of all students in grades 9-12 were homeschooled. This percentage
increased to 3.3% by 2016.3

Note: This data byte updates an earlier data byte published in 2015, together with ACT
Composite Scores Among Homeschooled Students Trended Up from 2001 to 2019.
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Notes

1. Astudent was classified as homeschooled according to their high school code from their last ACT
test. Because some students are only homeschooled for a portion of their K-12 education, the
statistics presented here reflect students who were homeschooled during grade 11 or 12.

2. One of the reasons for the increase in students taking the ACT is ACT statewide testing, which began
in 2001 and has generally increased since.

3. National data on the percentage of students homeschooled was obtained from Table 206.10 of the
2018 Digest of Education Statistics published by the National Center for Education Statistics: NCES
(2018). List of 2018 digest tables. Washington, DC: NCES. Retrieved from https://nces.ed.gov/
programs/digest/2018menu_tables.asp.

J. Scott Payne, PhD

J. Scott Payne is a senior research scientist in the Validity and Efficacy Research
department at ACT. He specializes in learning science, designing and building technology-
mediated learning tools and experiences, and examining their impact on learning processes
and outcomes.

Jeff Allen, PhD

Jeff Allen is a statistician and director in Validity and Efficacy Research. He specializes in
longitudinal research of educational outcomes, student growth models, and validation of
college readiness measures.







[image: CommonLook Logo]CommonlLook








CommonLook PDF Compliance Report



Generated by CommonLook®PDF GlobalAccess



Name of Verified File:



R1832layout_R2_tagged.pdf



Date Verified:



Tuesday, June 23, 2020



Results Summary:



Number of Pages: 3



Total number of tests requested: 45



Total of Failed statuses: 0



Total of Warning statuses: 0



Total of Passed statuses: 31



Total of User Verify statuses: 0



Total of Not Applicable statuses: 30



Structural Results



Structural Results





  

  

    		Index

    		Checkpoint

    		Status

    		Reason

    		Comments



  




Accessibility Results





Section 508





  

  

    		Index

    		Checkpoint

    		Status

    		Reason

    		Comments



  




  

  

WCAG 2.0 AA (Revised Section 508 - 2017)



 		Serial		Page No.		Element Path		Checkpoint Name		Test Name		Status		Reason		Comments

		1		1		Tags->0->2		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Figures		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "creative commons attribution non-commercial 4.0 international license" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		2		1,3		Tags->0->5,Tags->0->21		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Figures		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "ACT logo" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		3		1		Tags->0->18		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Figures		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Line graph representing number of ACT-tested homeschooled students increased substantially from 2001 to 2019. The vertical axis is titled number of students and labeled from 0 to 16,000 by units of 4,000. The horizontal axis is titled high school cohort year and labeled from 2001 to 2019. From 2001 to 2019, the number of students in labeled as 5,379; 6,185; 7,225; 7,858; 8,075; 9,117; 10,072; 11,195; 11,535; 12,230; 12,731; 13,647; 13,205; 13,435; 14,129; 15,225; 15,452; 15447; and 14,928." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		4		2		Tags->0->19		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Figures		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "Line graph representing share of homeschooled students taking the ACT increased by 40% from 2001 to 2019. The vertical axis is titled numbero f homeschooled students per 1,000 ACT-tested and labeled from 0 to 10 by units of 2. The horizontal axis is titled high school cohort year and labeled from 2001 to 2019. From 2001 to 2019, the number of homeschooled students per 1,000 ACT-tested is labeled as 5.0; 5.5; 6.1; 6.7; 6.8; 7.6; 7.7; 7.9; 7.8; 7.8; 7.8; 8.2; 7.3; 7.3; 7.3; 7.3; 7.6; 8.1; and 8.4." is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		5						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Formulas		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		6		1		Tags->0->6->0		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "act.org/research" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		7		1		Tags->0->6->0->0,Tags->0->6->0->2		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "act.org/research" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		8		2		Tags->0->13->2		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "trends in ACT Composite scores among homeschooled students, data byte" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		9		2		Tags->0->13->2->0		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "trends in ACT Composite scores among homeschooled students, data byte" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		10		2		Tags->0->13->4		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Alt of "ACT Composite scores among homeschooled students trended up from 2001 to 2019 data byte" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		11		2		Tags->0->13->4->0		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Link Annotation doesn't define the Contents attribute.		Verification result set by user.

		12		2		Tags->0->13->4->1		Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Links		Passed		Please verify that Contents of "ACT Composite scores among homeschooled students trended up from 2001 to 2019 data byte" is appropriate for the highlighted element.		Verification result set by user.

		13						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Forms		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		14						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Other Annotations		Not Applicable		No other annotations were detected in this document.		

		15						Guideline 1.2 Provide synchronized alternatives for multimedia.		Captions 		Not Applicable		No multimedia elements were detected in this document.		

		16						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Form Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		17						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Lbl - Valid Parent		Not Applicable		No Lbl elements were detected in this document.		

		18						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		LBody - Valid Parent		Not Applicable		No LBody elements were detected in this document.		

		19						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Link Annotations		Passed		All tagged Link annotations are tagged in Link or Reference tags.		

		20						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Links		Passed		All Link tags contain at least one Link annotation.		

		21						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		List Item		Not Applicable		No List Items were detected in this document.		

		22						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		List		Not Applicable		No List elements were detected in this document.		

		23						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Other Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Annotations (other than Links and Widgets) were detected in this document.		

		24						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		RP, RT and RB - Valid Parent		Not Applicable		No RP, RB or RT elements were detected in this document.		

		25						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - Ruby		Not Applicable		No Ruby elements were detected in this document.		

		26						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table Cells		Not Applicable		No Table Data Cell or Header Cell elements were detected in this document.		

		27						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		THead, TBody and TFoot		Not Applicable		No THead, TFoot, or TBody elements were detected in this document.		

		28						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table Rows		Not Applicable		No Table Row elements were detected in this document.		

		29						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table		Not Applicable		No Table elements were detected in this document.		

		30						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - Warichu		Not Applicable		No Warichu elements were detected in this document.		

		31						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - WT and WP		Not Applicable		No WP or WT elements were detected in the document		

		32						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Heading Levels		Passed		All Headings are nested correctly		

		33						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		ListNumbering		Not Applicable		No List elements were detected in this document.		

		34						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Header Cells		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		35						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Summary attribute		Not Applicable		No Table elements were detected in the document.		

		36						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Scope attribute		Not Applicable		No TH elements were detected in this document.		

		37		1,2		Artifacts->0->0,Artifacts->0->0		Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Meaningful Sequence		Passed		An untagged FormXObject element has been detected in this document. CommonLook has automatically placed those in an Artifact.		Verification result set by user.

		38						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Article Threads		Not Applicable		No Article threads were detected in the document		

		39						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Tabs Key		Passed		All pages that contain annotations have tabbing order set to follow the logical structure.		

		40				Doc		Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Format, layout and color		Passed		Make sure that no information is conveyed by contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof while the content is not tagged to reflect all meaning conveyed by the use of contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof.		Verification result set by user.

		41				Doc		Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Minimum Contrast		Passed		Please ensure that the visual presentation of text and images of text has a contrast ratio of at least 4.5:1, except for Large text and images of large-scale text where it should have a contrast ratio of at least 3:1, or incidental content or logos

		Verification result set by user.

		42						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Images of text - OCR		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		43						Guideline 2.1 Make all functionality operable via a keyboard interface		Server-side image maps		Passed		No Server-side image maps were detected in this document (Links with IsMap set to true).		

		44						Guideline 2.2 Provide users enough time to read and use content		Timing Adjustable		Not Applicable		No elements that could require a timed response found in this document.		

		45						Guideline 2.3 Do not design content in a way that is known to cause seizures		Three Flashes or Below Threshold		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		46						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Headings defined		Passed		Headings have been defined for this document.		

		47						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Outlines (Bookmarks)		Not Applicable		Document contains less than 9 pages.		

		48				MetaData		Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Metadata - Title and Viewer Preferences		Passed		Please verify that a document title of Homeschooled Students Now Account for 8% of all ACT Test-Takers is appropriate for this document.		Verification result set by user.

		49				MetaData		Guideline 3.1 Make text content readable and understandable.		Language specified		Passed		Please ensure that the specified language (en-US) is appropriate for the document.		Verification result set by user.

		50				Pages->0		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Passed		Page 1 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		51				Pages->1		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Passed		Page 2 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		52				Pages->2		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Passed		Page 3 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		53						Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Change of context		Passed		No actions are triggered when any element receives focus		

		54						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		55						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Form fields value validation		Not Applicable		No form fields that may require validation detected in this document.		

		56						Guideline 4.1 Maximize compatibility with current and future user agents, including assistive technologies		4.1.2 Name, Role, Value		Not Applicable		No user interface components were detected in this document.		






  

  

PDF/UA 1.0





  

  

    		Index

    		Checkpoint

    		Status

    		Reason

    		Comments



  






HHS





  

  

    		Index

    		Checkpoint

    		Status

    		Reason

    		Comments



  






    HHS (2018 regulations)



    

        

            

                		Index

                		Checkpoint

                		Status

                		Reason

                		Comments

            



        

    







  

Checkpoint Description:





  

  

    		Checkpoint Name 

    		Checkpoint Description



	







