
ACT Research and Policy

Research Reports
Educator Reports

Policy Reports
Issue/Information Briefs

www.act.org/research

infobrief@act.org for more information or to suggest ideas for future ACT Information Briefs. 

Information Brief  May 2013

©2013 by ACT, Inc. All rights reserved. The ACT® is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc., in the USA and other countries.� 19875  IB 2013-17

More students plan on participating 

in social organizations and media 

such as radio and television in 

college than they did in high school.

Note: Data are based on 1,666,017  

ACT-tested 2012 high school graduates.

Extracurricular Activities: 
High School Participation and 

Planned Participation in College

Extracurricular activities are an important part of high school, allowing 
students the opportunity to pursue interests and gain new skills outside  
of the traditional school curriculum.

Almost half of the 2012 ACT-tested high school graduates participated 
in an extracurricular activity during high school. The most popular 
extracurricular activities were participation in school or community service 
organizations and varsity athletics (45% for each). The least popular 
activities included race/ethnic organizations (4%), radio/television (4%), 
and political organizations (3%). 

However, only about a third of 2012 ACT-tested high school graduates 
plan to participate in extracurricular activities during college. Participation 
in service organizations was the most popular with 35% of students stating 
that they plan to participate. Race/ethnic organizations and political 
organizations (6% each) were the least popular.
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