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S u m m a r y

Students  w h o  a p p r o a c h e d  c o l l e g e  with  d i f f e r e n t  edu ca t ion a l  

g o a l s  w e r e  c o m p a r e d  on their  a v e r a g e  abi l i ty ,  g r a d e s ,  n o n - a c a d e m i c  

a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  r e a s o n s  f o r  c o l l e g e  c h o i c e ,  b a c kg r o u n d ,  e x p e c t a t i o n s  

c o n c e r n i n g  c o l l e g e ,  d e g r e e  p lans ,  and c h o i c e  o f  m a j o r ,  v o ca t i o n ,  

and v o c a t i o n a l  r o l e .  The  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  students  w h o  c h o s e  

e a c h  goa l  w e r e  s u m m a r i z e d ,  and s o m e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  c o u n s e l in g  

w e r e  drawn.





The E d u c at io n a l  G o a ls  o f  C o l l e g e - B o u n d  Youth 

L e o n a r d  L.  B a i r d  

A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  T e s t in g  P r o g r a m

C o l l e g e  r e p r e s e n t s  m a n y  things  to c o l l e g e - b o u n d  students ;  

f o r  m a n y  students  o f  l o w e r  status b a c k g r o u n d s ,  c o l l e g e  r e p r e s e n t s  

the path to s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y ;  f o r  o th e r  students ,  it is  p r i m a r i l y  a 

p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a v o c a t i o n  o r  p r o f e s s i o n ;  and f o r  o t h e r s ,  it r e p r e s e n t s  

a r e l e a s e  f r o m  p a re n ta l  c o n t r o l .  E d u c a t o r s  a g r e e  that the p a r t i c u l a r  

g o a l s  w ith  w h i c h  students  a p p r o a c h  c o l l e g e  w i l l  a f f e c t  th e ir  c h o i c e  of  

c o l l e g e ,  and shape the e x p e r i e n c e s  they w i l l  e n co u n te r .  H o w e v e r ,  

e x c e p t  f o r  a few studies  w e  know li t t le  about  the w ay  th e se  v a lu e s  are  

r e la t e d  to the c o l l e g e  e x p e r i e n c e .  The p r e s e n t  in v e s t ig a t i o n  w as  

d e s i g n e d  to ga in  in f o r m a t i o n  about  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  

and p lans  o f  students  w ho  a p p r o a c h  c o l l e g e  with  d i f f e r e n t  g o a l s .  In 

this study, c o l l e g e - b o u n d  h igh s c h o o l  students  w e r e  s i m p l y  a s k e d  to 

c h o o s e  the ir  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  goa l  in attending  c o l l e g e  f r o m  the f o l l o w in g  

a l te r n a t iv e  s :

T o  l e a r n  how to e n jo y  l i fe .

T o  d e v e l o p  m y  m in d  and in te l l e c tu a l  a b i l i t i e s .

T o  s e c u r e  v o c a t i o n a l  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  tra in ing .

T o  m ake  a d e s i r a b l e  m a r r i a g e .

T o  ea rn  a h ig h e r  i n c o m e .

T o  d e v e l o p  m o r a l  s tan dards .
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T o  b e c o m e  a c u l tu r e d  p e r s o n .

T o  d e v e l o p  m y  p e r s o n a l i t y .

T o  d e v e l o p  a sa t is fy in g  p h i l o s o p h y .

None  o f  th ese .

W h i le  this l i s t  o f  g o a l s  is by no m e a n s  c o m p l e t e ,  it r e p r e s e n t s  

m an y  o f  those  w h i c h  c o l l e g e  bound high s c h o o l  s e n i o r s  w o u ld  e n d o r s e .  

T h is  study e x a m in e d  the apt i tudes ,  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  and 

m o t i v a t i o n s  o f  students w h o  c h o s e  e a c h  goa l .  W e  hoped  to see  i f 

th e r e  w e r e  m e a n in g fu l  d i f f e r e n c e s  a m o n g  th o se  w h o  have  d i f f e r e n t  

g o a l s  and t h e r e b y  e x a m in e  the u s e f u l n e s s  o f  the idea  o f  " g o a l s .  " Such  

in f o r m a t i o n  m a y  he lp  c o l l e g e  c o u n s e l o r s  and o t h e r s  w h o  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  

with  the h o p e s  o f  en te r in g  c o l l e g e  students .

M e t h o d s

T h i s  study g r e w  out of  the r e s e a r c h  of  the A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  

T e s t in g  P r o g r a m ,  w h ic h  a d m i n i s t e r s  te s ts  o f  a c a d e m i c  po ten t ia l  to 

c o l l e g e  bound students ;  this study a n a ly s e s  in f o r m a t i o n  obta ined  f r o m  

the A C T  b a t te r y .  Students  w h o  had d i f f e r e n t  g o a l s  in attending  c o l l e g e  

w e r e  c o m p a r e d  in s e v e r a l  a r e a s :  ab i l i ty ,  g r a d e s  and a c h i e v e m e n t ,

r e a s o n s  f o r  c o l l e g e  c h o i c e ,  b a c k g r o u n d ,  e x p e c t a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  

c o l l e g e ,  d e g r e e  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  and c h o i c e  o f  m a j o r ,  v o c a t i o n  and v o c a ­

t iona l  r o l e .

T he  S a m p le

The s u b je c t s  w e r e  a t h r e e - p e r c e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s a m p le  o f  the 

popu la t ion  of  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  612, 000 students t e s te d  by A C T  on nat ional



test  dates  be tween  N o v e m b e r  1, 1964 and O c t o b e r  31, 1965. T h is  

s a m p le  w a s  draw n  by taking e v e r y  33rd ,  67th, and 100th student  on the 

m a s t e r  tape f o r  ea ch  tes t ing  date .  By this p r o c e d u r e ,  a s a m p le  of  

18, 378 students  w a s  obta ined ,  o f  w h o m  10, 073 w e r e  men ,  and 8, 305 

w e r e  w o m e n .  T h e s e  students ,  w h o  c o m p l e t e d  the Student P r o f i l e  

S e c t i o n  o f  the A C T  battery  o f  t e s t s  as part  o f  the r e g u l a r  a s s e s s m e n t  

on the nat ional  tes t ing  dates ,  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  those  w h o  take the 

A C T  battery .

A c a d e m i c  P o ten t ia l  and G r a d e s

The  A C T  te s t s  y i e l d  s c o r e s  in the f o l l o w in g :  E n g l i sh ,  M a t h e ­

m a t i c s ,  S o c i a l  S tud ies ,  and N atu ra l  S c i e n c e .  The  s c o r e s  f o r  each  

student w e r e  c o n v e r t e d  into A C T  s tandard  s c o r e s ,  w i th  a m e a n  of  

20 and a s ta ndard  d e v ia t io n  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  '5, b a s e d  on c o l l e g e -  

bound high s c h o o l  s e n i o r s  ( A m e r i c a n  C o l l e g e  T e s t in g  P r o g r a m ,  1965).

High s c h o o l  g r a d e s  in the s a m e  fo u r  a r e a s  w e r e  s e l f - r e p o r t e d .  

S c o r e s  w e r e  a s s ig n e d  to the g r a d e s  so  that A  =4, B = 3, C = 2, D = 1, 

and F = 0. [ R e s e a r c h  by D a v id s e n  (1963) and H ol la nd  and R i c h a r d s  

(1965) in d ica ted  that s e l f - r e p o r t e d  high s c h o o l  g r a d e s  c o r r e s p o n d  

c l o s e l y  to g r a d e s  on o f f i c i a l  t r a n s c r i p t s ^

N o n - A c a d e m i c  A c h i e v e m e n t  S c a l e s

C h e c k l i s t s  o f  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s a m e  as those  used 

by Hol land  and R i c h a r d s  (1966),  y i e ld e d  s c o r e s  in the f o l l o w in g  a r e a s :  

S c i e n c e ,  A r t ,  W r i t in g ,  L e a d e r s h i p ,  M u s i c ,  and D r a m a t i c  A r t .  The
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s c o r e  on e a c h  s c a l e  is s im p ly  the n u m b e r  o f  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  c h e c k e d .  

Students  with high s c o r e s  on any o f  these  s c a l e s  p r e s u m a b l y  have  

attained a high l e v e l  o f  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  r e q u i r in g  c o m p l e x  sk i l l s ,  

long  t e r m  p e r s i s t e n c e ,  o r  o r i g in a l i t y .  In s e v e r a l  s tud ies ,  these  

s c a l e s  have  shown r e l i a b i l i t i e s  ran g in g  f r o m  . 65 to . 84.

R e a s o n s  f o r  C o l l e g e  C h o i c e

Students  w e r e  a sk ed  to ra te  22 i t e m s  f o r  the ir  in f lu e n c e  on 

t h e i r  c h o i c e  o f  c o l l e g e .  E a c h  student  ra ted  ea ch  in f lu e n c e  a c c o r d i n g  

to the d e g r e e  to w h i c h  it had a f f e c t e d  his c h o i c e .  The  s ta t i s t i c  

u s e d  h e r e  w a s  the p e r c e n t a g e  o f  students  in e a c h  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

w h o  ra ted  the in f lu e n c e  " a  m a j o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  " The  i n f lu e n c e s  

fa l l  into f o u r  g e n e r a l  a r e a s :

A t m o s p h e r e  and repu ta t ion  - -  in te l l e c tu a l  a t m o s p h e r e ,  e m p h a s i s  

on r e l i g i o u s  and e th ica l  v a lu e s ,  g ood  facu l ty ,  e tc .

F a c i l i t i e s  - -  a s p e c i a l  c u r r i c u l u m ,  p r e s e n c e  o f  f r a t e r n i t i e s  and 

s o r o r i t i e s ,  e tc .

P e r s o n a l  in f lu en ce  - -  a d v i c e  o f  p a re n ts ,  f r i e n d s  go ing ,  etc.  

O ther  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  - -  s i z e ,  low c o s t ,  l o c a t i o n ,  etc .  

B a c k g r o u n d

Students  w e r e  a sked  to supply  su c h  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  as 

the l o c a t i o n  o f  the ir  h o m e ,  th e ir  age ,  and f a m i l y  i n c o m e .  T h o s e  

students  w h o  c o n s i d e r e d  f a m i l y  i n c o m e  con f id en t ia l  c ou ld  so in d i ca te  

w ithout  be ing r e q u i r e d  to g ive  any o th er  r e s p o n s e .



E x p e c t a t i o n s  C o n c e r n i n g  C o l l e g e

Students w e r e  a sk e d  about  su ch  e x p e c t a t i o n s  as w h e th e r  they 

w o u ld  w o r k ,  w h e r e  they w o u ld  l i v e ,  and what  a c t i v i t i e s  they p lanned  

to p a r t i c i p a t e  in dur ing  c o l l e g e .  The  a c t i v i t i e s  in c lu d e d  m u s i c ,  

w r i t in g ,  student  g o v e r n m e n t ,  s c i e n c e  c lu b s ,  debate ,  act ing ,  d e p a r t ­

m e n ta l  c lu b s ,  and i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  and i n t r a m u r a l  a th le t i c s .

C h o i c e  o f  M a j o r ,  V o c a t i o n ,  and V o c a t i o n a l  R o le

Students  w e r e  a s k e d  to  c h o o s e  f r o m  86 p o s s i b l e  f i e l d s  the one 

w h i c h  b e s t  d e s c r i b e d  th e ir  p lanned  c o l l e g e  m a j o r  and then,  f r o m  the 

s a m e  l i s t ,  to in d ica te  th e ir  p lanned  v o c a t i o n .  The  c h o i c e s  o f  e d u c a ­

t iona l  m a j o r  w e r e  c o d e d  into nine a r e a s :  S o c ia l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  and 

e d u ca t ion a l  f i e l d s ;  a d m in is t r a t i v e ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and p e r s u a s i v e  f i e l d s ;  

b u s i n e s s  and f in a n c e  f i e l d s ;  s c i e n t i f i c  f i e l d s ;  e n g in e e r in g ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  

and t e c h n i c a l  f i e l d s ;  m e d i c a l  f i e l d s ;  a r ts  and h u m a n i t ie s ;  o th er ;  and 

u n d e c id e d .  The  c h o i c e s  o f  v o c a t i o n  w e r e  c o d e d  into the s a m e  c a t e g o r i e s  

w ith  the add it ion  o f  the c a r e e r  o f  " h o u s e w i f e .  "  Students a l s o  in d i ca te d  

the m a in  r o l e  they e x p e c t e d  to p lay  in the ir  fu ture  v o c a t i o n ,  c h o o s i n g  

a m o n g  the r o l e s  o f  r e s e a r c h e r - i n v e s t i g a t o r , t e a c h e r - t h e r a p i s t ,  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r - s u p e r v i s o r ,  p r o m o t e r  - s a l e s m a n ,  p r a c t i t i o n e r - p e r  - 

f o r m e r ,  none  o f  th e s e ,  two o r  m o r e  r o l e s ,  and u n d e c id e d  o r  d on ' t  

know.

D e g r e e  P lan s

F in a l l y ,  students  in d i ca te d  the h ig h e s t  l e v e l  o f  e d u ca t io n  they 

e x p e c t e d  to c o m p l e t e ,  c h o o s i n g  f r o m  the f o l l o w in g :  v o c a t i o n a l  o r



t e c h n i c a l  p r o g r a m  o r  ju n io r  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e ,  b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  o r  

equ iva lent ,  one o r  two y e a r s  of  graduate  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  study (M. A.  ,

M. B. A.  , etc .  ), d o c t o r  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  (Ph.  D. ), d o c t o r  o f  m e d i c i n e  (M. D. ), 

d o c t o r  o f  dental  s u r g e r y  (D. D. S. ), b a c h e l o r  o f  l a w s  (L. L. B. ), b a c h e l o r  

o f  d iv in ity  (B. D. ), o r  " O th e r .  "

S ta t i s t i c s

The  s t a t i s t i c s  u sed  in this r e p o r t  a r e  s im p l e  d e s c r i p t i v e  

s t a t i s t i c s - - a v e r a g e s ,  p e r c e n t a g e s ,  and d i s t r ib u t io n s .  No tes ts  of  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  a r e  r e p o r t e d  f o r  these  data f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  L it t le  

i n f o r m a t i o n  w o u ld  have b een  ga ined  f r o m  tes ts  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  b e c a u s e  

the l a r g e  N c a u s e d  m o s t  c o m p a r i s o n s  to be s i g n i f i c a n t - - e v e n  s m a l l  

d i f f e r e n c e s .  F u r t h e r ,  the d i s t r ib u t i o n s  of  p e r c e n t a g e s  and o ther  

f i g u r e s  a r e  ty p i ca l ly  s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y .  The  r e a d e r  can u su a l ly  see  

w hen  a p a r t i c u l a r  d i f f e r e n c e  is l a r g e  enough  to have s o m e  p r a c t i c a l  

i m p l i c a t i o n .  S o m e  in fo r m a t io n ,  such  as r e a s o n s  f o r  c o l l e g e  c h o i c e ,  

i s  r a th e r  c o m p l e x  and is  bes t  i n t e r p r e t e d  as a w h o le .  F in a l ly ,  as 

Hays (1 963) and o t h e r s  have po inted  out, it is  o ften  h a z a r d o u s  to 

u s e  m u lt ip le  c o m p a r i s o n s  on a set o f  data.  B e c a u s e  o f  s ta t i s t i ca l  

p r o b l e m s ,  one r e a l l y  has no w ay  o f  te l l ing  how m any o f  the s ig n i f i ca n t  

r e s u l t s  a r e  due to ch a n c e  a lone  o r  to s o m e  r e s u l t s  d ic ta t ing  o t h e r s .

R e s u l t s

G en e ra l

The m a j o r i t y  o f  students  gave  g r e a t e s t  i m p o r t a n c e  to two g o a l s ,  

with 51 p e r c e n t  c h o o s in g  " to  s e c u r e  v o c a t i o n a l  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g , "  

and 34 p e r c e n t  c h o o s i n g  " t o  d e v e l o p  m y  m in d  and in t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t i e s .  "
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F o r  the r e s t ,  about  7 p e r c e n t  c h o s e  the goa l  " t o  ea rn  a h ig h er  i n c o m e " ;  

about  2 p e r c e n t  c h o s e  the goa l  " t o  b e c o m e  a c u l tu r e d  p e r s o n " ;  0. 6 

p e r c e n t  c h o s e  " t o  l e a r n  how to e n joy  l i f e " ;  0. 7 p e r c e n t  c h o s e  " t o  d e v e l o p  

m y  p e r s o n a l i t y " ;  1 p e r c e n t  c h o s e  " t o  d e v e l o p  a sa t is fy in g  p h i l o s o p h y " ;

1 p e r c e n t ,  hal f  o f  them  m e n ,  c h o s e  " t o  m a k e  a d e s i r a b l e  m a r r i a g e " ;

1. 5 p e r c e n t  c h o s e  " n o n e  o f  t h e s e " ;  and on ly  44 students ,  0. 2 p e r c e n t ,  

c h o s e  " t o  d e v e l o p  m o r a l  s ta n d a rd s .  " B e c a u s e  so few students c h o s e  

this la s t  goa l ,  it w a s  not in c lu d e d  in the a n a l y s e s .  The  g o a l s  " t o  l e a r n  

to e n joy  l i f e "  and " e a r n  a h ig h e r  i n c o m e "  w e r e  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  e n ­

d o r s e d  by m e n ,  w h i l e  the goa ls  of  " b e c o m i n g  a c u l tu r e d  p e r s o n "  and 

" d e v e l o p  m y  p e r s o n a l i t y "  w e r e  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  e n d o r s e d  by w o m e n .  

A b i l i t y ,  G r a d e s ,  and A c h i e v e m e n t

The  A C T  s c o r e s  and h igh s c h o o l  g r a d e s  o f  students w ho  c h o s e  

e a c h  goa l  a r e  shown in T a b le  1. Students  w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  of  

d e v e l o p i n g  a p h i l o s o p h y  had the h ig h e s t  A C T  s c o r e s  on th ree  o f  the 

f o u r  t e s t s  and the h igh es t  c o m p o s i t e .  T hey  had the th ird  h ig h es t  

g r a d e s  in all  a r e a s .  Students w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  d e v e l o p in g  th e ir  

p e r s o n a l i t y  had the s e c o n d  h ig h e s t  m e a n  A C T  s c o r e s  in three  o f  the 

f o u r  a r e a s  and had the h ig h e s t  g r a d e s  in e v e r y  a r e a  e x c e p t  s o c i a l  

s tud ies .  Students w h o  w i s h e d  " t o  m a k e  a d e s i r a b l e  m a r r i a g e "  had 

the l o w e s t  c o m p o s i t e  A C T  s c o r e .  Students w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  of  

e a r n in g  a h ig h e r  i n c o m e  had the l o w e s t  m e a n  s c o r e  on the A C T  

E n g l i s h  t e s t  and the l o w e s t  g r a d e s  in e v e r y  a r e a .  Students w ho  

c h o s e  the g oa l  o f  b e c o m i n g  a c u l tu r e d  p e r s o n  had the l o w e s t  m e a n



Table  1

C o m p a r i s o n  o f  Students w i th  D i f f e r e n t  G oa ls  f o r  C o l l e g e  on A C T  
S c o r e s  and High S c h o o l  G r a d e s

Enj .  D ev .  V o c .  M a r -  H igh er  C u l tu red  D e v e l o p  P h i l o -  N one  of
A C T  S c o r e  L i f e  M ind  P r o f .  T r .  r i a g e  Inc. P e r s o n  P e r s o n .  sophy  T h e s e

E n g l i s h
M e a n 17. 3 19. 4 19. 0 17. 6 16. 7 18. 2 20.  2 20. 0 18. 4
S. D. 6. 0 5. 1 4. 8 4. 7 5. 1 5. 0 5. 3 5. 0 5. 1

Math.
M ea n 19. 0 20.  2 19. 9 18. 3 19. 1 18. 3 20.  0 21.  2 19. 2
S. D. 6. 8 6. 8 6. 5 6. 1 6. 3 5. 9 6. 5 6. 8 6. 6

S o c .  Stds.
M ea n 20.  1 2 1 . 4 20.  9 18. 7 18. 8 19. 3 22.  3 22. 7 20. 7
S. D. 7. 2 6. 5 6. 0 6. 2 6. 5 6. 2 6. 6 6. 0 6. 5

Nat. Sc i .
M ea n 19. 8 20.  8 20.  9 18. 8 19. 1 18. 5 20.  9 2 1 . 6 19. 9
S. D. 6. 8 6. 2 5. 8 6. 1 6. 3 5. 8 5. 9 5. 9 6. 2

C o m p o s i t e
M e a n 19. 2 20. 6 20. 3 18. 5 18. 6 18. 7 20.  9 21.  5 19- 7
S. D. 5. 9 5. 3 4. 9 4. 9 5. 2 4. 8 5. 1 5. 0 5. 2

G r a d e s
E n g l i s h 2. 49 2. 79 2. 67 2. 52 2. 31 2. 67 2. 88 2. 78 2. 52
Math. 2. 20 2. 42 2. 36 2. 22 2. 11 2. 29 2. 57 2. 40 2. 23
S o c .  Stds. 2. 54 2. 87 2. 74 2. 60 2. 47 2. 71 2. 84 2. 82 2. 61
Nat.  Sc i . 2. 40 2. 57 2. 47 2. 30 2. 23 2. 52 2. 62 2. 55 2. 34
T o ta l 2. 41 2. 66 2. 56 2. 41 2. 28 2. 54 2. 73 2. 63 2. 43
S. D. T o ta l . 69 . 72 . 70 . 6 5 . 67 . 72 . 65 . 74 . 71
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s c o r e s  on the A C T  m a t h e m a t i c s  and natura l  s c i e n c e  te s ts ;  the ir  g r a d e s  

w e r e  about  a v e r a g e .

The  s c o r e s  o f  the students on the n o n - a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t  

s c a l e s  a r e  shown in T a b le  2. The  d i f f e r e n c e s  a m on g  the g r o u p s  tended 

to be s m a l l ,  but th ere  w e r e  s o m e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w o r t h  c o m m e n t .  The  s tu ­

dents  w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  d e v e l o p in g  the ir  m in d  had at l e a s t  one 

a c h i e v e m e n t  in l e a d e r s h i p  m o r e  o f ten  than o t h e r s .  Students  w h o  w e r e  

i n t e r e s t e d  in m a r r i a g e  show ed  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t le  a c h i e v e m e n t  in s c i e n c e ,  

art ,  w r i t in g ,  and d r a m a t i c  art .  Students w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  e a rn in g  

a h ig h e r  i n c o m e  a l s o  s h o w e d  l e s s  a c h i e v e m e n t  in s c i e n c e ,  art ,  w r i t in g ,  

and d r a m a t i c  art .  Students w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  b e c o m i n g  a cu l tu red  

p e r s o n  s h ow ed  m o r e  f r e q u e n t  a c h i e v e m e n t  in l e a d e r s h i p ,  m u s i c ,  and 

d r a m a t i c  art .  Students  w ho  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  d e v e l o p in g  th e ir  p e r s o n a l i t y  

s e l d o m  r e a c h e d  h igh l e v e l s  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t  in s c i e n c e ,  art ,  l e a d e r s h i p ,  

and m u s i c .  Students w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  d e v e l o p in g  a p h i l o s o p h y  had 

s l ight ly  m o r e  f r e q u e n t  a c h i e v e m e n t  in w r i t in g  and d r a m a t i c  art .

R e a s o n s  f o r  C o l l e g e  C h o i c e  (T a b le  3)

Students  w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  l e a r n in g  to e n jo y  l i f e  gave  l e s s  

i m p o r t a n c e  to a c o l l e g e ' s  p r o g r e s s i v e  a t m o s p h e r e ,  nat ional  reputat ion ,  

s p e c i a l  c u r r i c u l u m ,  s i z e ,  o r  l o c a t i o n .  Students w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  of  

d e v e l o p in g  the ir  m ind  tended  to e m p h a s i z e  an in s t i tu t io n 's  in te l le c tu a l  

a t m o s p h e r e ,  qual i ty  o f  facu l ty ,  nat ional  reputat ion ,  high s c h o l a s t i c  

s ta n d ard s ,  and qual i ty  o f  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e y  w e r e  a l s o  m o r e  o ften  in f lu en ced  

by a high s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  than any o th er  group .  Students w h o  c a m e  to



Table  2

C o m p a r i s o n  o f  Students with  D i f f e r e n t  G o a l s  f o r  C o l l e g e  on N o n - A c a d e m i c  A c h i e v e m e n t s

Enj.
L i fe

Dev.
M ind

V oc .
P r o f .  T r .

M a r ­
r ia g e

H igh er
Inc.

C u l tured  
P e r  son

D e v e l o p  
P e r  son.

P h i l o ­
sophy

None o f  
The se

S c i e n c e
R a r e  A c h ( 4 - 8 ) 4. 9 6. 9 5. 2 2. 8 3. 7 3. 3 2. 3 5. 5 3. 4
M o d - H i g h ( l  - 3 ) 32. 1 34. 0 3 1 .4 32. 1 33. 4 32. 5 31. 4 29.  2 33. 9
No A c h (0 ) 63. 0 59. 1 63. 5 65. 4 62. 8 64. 3 66, 3 65. 2 62. 3

Art-
R a r e  A c h ( 4 - 8 ) 1. 2 3. 7 3. 2 2. 0 2. 7 4. 1 1. 2 4. 2 6. 9
M o d - H i g h ( l  - 3) 23. 2 26. 5 24. 0 19. 6 21. 3 28. 0 26.  8 30. 1 3 1 .0
No Ach(O) 75.  6 69. 9 72. 6 78. 4 76. 0 67. 8 72. 1 65. 6 62. 0

W r it ing
R a r e  A c h ( 4 - 8 ) 7. 4 5. 7 3. 9 4. 6 2. 2 5. 2 4. 7 5. 5 7. 6
M o d - H i g h ( l  -3 ) 44.  5 49.  1 41.  0 34. 9 32. 7 50. 4 48.  3 49.  7 4 1 . 5
No A c h ( 0 )  ' 53. 1 45.  2 55. 1 60. 5 65. 0 48.  4 47.  1 44.  7 51. 0

L e a d e r  ship
R a r e  A c h ( 5 - 8 ) 10. 8 16. 3 13. 2 9. 7 10. 5 1 7. 0 7. 8 14. 4 11 .2
M o d - H i g h (  1 - 4 ) 68. 8 66. 1 65. 2 67. 8 60. 7 63. 7 69. 7 61. 5 62. 8
No A c h (0 ) 20.  5 17. 5 2 1 . 6 22. 6 28. 9 19. 2 22.  5 24. 1 26. 0

M u s i c
R a r e  A c h { 4 - 8 ) 18. 0 17. 7 15. 7 13. 1 1 1 .3 21. 2 9. 0 1 7. 4 1 3. 2
M o d - H i g h ( l  - 3 ) 35. 0 30. 0 38. 7 36. 6 29. 2 40.  4 47.  7 38. 6 38. 9
No A c h (0 ) 47.  0 42.  4 45.  7 50. 3 59. 7 38. 3 43.  2 44.  0 47.  9

D r a m a t i c  A r t s
R a r e  A c h ( 4 - 8 ) 10. 8 10. 9 8. 3 5. 9 6. 9 13. 3 13. 6 14. 1 9- 9
M o d - H i g h ( l  -3 ) 45 .  8 47. 6 44.  6 51. 7 35. 3 46.  5 39. 8 39. 3 43.  7
No A c h (0 ) 43.  4 41. 5 47. 2 42.  5 57. 7 40.  1 46.  6 46.  6 46.  5

-o
i-
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c o l l e g e  f o r  v o c a t i o n a l  o r ^ p r o f e s s i o n a l  tra in ing  e m p h a s i z e d  the s p e c i a l  

c u r r i c u l u m  o f  the ir  c o l l e g e .  T h e y  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e qu e n t ly  in f lu en ced  

by a h igh s c h o o l  t e a c h e r .  Students who  e m p h a s i z e d  m a r r i a g e  sa id  they 

w e r e  in f lu e n c e d  by a high s c h o o l  o r  c o l l e g e  c o u n s e l o r  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  

than any o th er  group .  They  c l a i m e d  that s o c i a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  in f lu e n c e d  . 

th e m  with  l o w e r  f r e q u e n c y  than any o th er  group .  Students w h o  c h o s e  

the goa l  o f  e a rn in g  a h ig h e r  i n c o m e  l e a s t  f r e q u e n t ly  ga ve  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

to the c o l l e g e ' s  in te l l e c tu a l  a t m o s p h e r e ,  r e l i g i o u s  o r  e th ica l  e m p h a s i s ,  

p r o g r e s s i v e  o r  l i b e r a l  a t m o s p h e r e ,  qual i ty  o f  fa cu lty ,  nat ional  r e p u t a ­

tion,  o r  high s c h o l a s t i c  s ta n d ar d s .  T h e y  gave  r e l a t i v e l y  g r e a t e r  

e m p h a s i s  to the c o l l e g e ' s  a th le t i c  p r o g r a m ,  l o c a t i o n ,  and p r o x i m i t y  

to th e ir  h o m e ,  and the a t tendance  o f  the ir  f r i e n d s .  Students w ho  c h o s e  

the goa l  o f  b e c o m i n g  a cu l tured  p e r s o n  e m p h a s i z e d  the c o l l e g e ' s  p r o ­

g r e s s i v e  o r  l i b e r a l  a t m o s p h e r e ,  s o c i a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s ,  nat ional  r e p u t a ­

tion,  and the p r e s e n c e  o f  f r a t e r n i t i e s  o r  s o r o r i t i e s .  T hey  w e r e  m o r e  

f r e q u e n t ly  in f lu e n ce d  by a c a m p u s  tour  and l e s s  f r e q u e n t ly  by low  c o s t .  

Students  w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  d e v e l o p in g  their  p e r s o n a l i t y  tended  to 

e m p h a s i z e  the c o l l e g e ' s  r e l i g i o u s  or  e th ica l  e m p h a s i s ,  s o c i a l  o p p o r t u n i ­

t ies ,  and s i z e  as im p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  in the ir  c h o i c e .  T hey  w e r e  l e s s  

f r e qu e n t ly  in f lu e n ce d  by the qual i ty  o f  the f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e s e  students 

w e r e  m o r e  o f ten  in f lu e n ce d  by  the a d v i c e  o f  the ir  p a r e n ts  and l e s s  

f r e q u e n t ly  in f lu e n ce d  by a high s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  o r  high s c h o o l  o r  c o l l e g e  

c o u n s e l o r .  Students  who  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  d e v e l o p in g  a p h i l o s o p h y  of  

l i f e  e m p h a s i z e d  the p r o g r e s s i v e  and l i b e r a l  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  the c o l l e g e ,



Table 3

C o m p a r i s o n  o f  Students  w i th  D i f f e r e n t  G o a ls  f o r  C o l l e g e  on R e a s o n s  f o r  C o l l e g e  C h o i c e  
( P e r c e n t  Rating  E a c h  C h o i c e  as a " M a j o r "  C o n s id e r a t i o n )

Enj .  D ev .  V o c .  M a r -  H igh er  C u l tu red  D e v e l o p  P h i l o -  None  o f
R e a s o n s  f o r  C h o i c e  L i f e  M ind  P r o f .  T r .  r ia g e  Inc.  P e r s o n  P e r s o n .  sophy  T h e s e

A t m o s p h e r e ,  R e p . 
In te l le c tua l  A t m o s .  
R e l i g i o u s  Eth. E m p .  
P r o g r e s s i v e  L i b e r a l  
S o c i a l  O pportun i ty  
G ood  F a c u i ty  
National  Reputat ion  
High S c h o l a s t i c  Stds.  
F a c i l i t i e s ,  P r o g r a m  
S p e c i a l  C u r r i c u l u m  
Good  F a c i l i t i e s  
G ood  A t h le t i c  
F r a t e r n i t y  & S o r o r i t y  
P e r s o n a l  In f lu en ces  
A d v i c e  o f  P a r e n t s  
A d v .  o f  H. S. T e a c h e r  
A d v . o f  H . S . C o l . C o u n s , 
C o l . A d m i s s i o n s  Off.  
F r i e n d s  Goin'g 
C a m p u s  T o u r  
O ther
F in a n c ia l  A id  
L ow  C o s t  
S ize
L o c a t i o n  
C l o s e  to H o m e

30. 8 53. 1 39. 7 40. 1 27. 2 46. 1 41. 7 45. 8 29. 7
26. 4 28. 7 21.  9 31. 4 12. 6 32. 6 33. 1 25. 4 24. 1
21. 9 32. 6 27.  0 29. 9 21. 4 36. 2 29. 8 36. 7 22. 5
47. 7 38. 0 35. 4 33. 2 37. 2 51. 7 53. 7 42. 1 30. 2
59. 8 71. 3 62. 6 65. 5 ' 53. 8 61. 0 60. 5 67. 1 57. 9
32. 0 44. 9 42.  2 42. 7 32. 8 45. 8 36. 7 36. 5 26. 4
51. 4 70. 0 6 1 . 4 60. 0 47. 9 60. 4 60. 5 61. 9 47. 5

42. 5 57. 6 59. 9 46. 4 43. 0 54. 6 50. 0 58. 1 54. 9
41. 1 44. 2 41.  5 3 6. 6 34. 6 43. 3 33. 9 44. 3 35. 4
21. 5 14. 8 16. 8 21. 1 27. 0 17. 5 14. 2 13. 8 ■ 19. 3
10. 6 6. 5 6. 5 8. 9 9. 4 1 5. 1 6. 7 7. 8 3. 6

33. 6 38. 1 37. 3 40. 6 31. 0 38. 2 41. 3 30. 0 34. 7
20. 6 25. 6 25.  5 31. 3 23. 0 24. 1 16 . 5 23. 8 21. 0
29. 5 36. 7 36. 2 40. 1 31. 3 34. 0 25. 6 28. 7 30. 4
21. 6 32. 7 28.  5 33. 2 24. 6 33. 7 30. 0 29. 5 22. 8
13. 1 7. 1 8. 7 11. 5 13. 5 11. 6 12. 5 7. 1 6 . 9
29. 8 35. 6 33. 1 31. 4 25. 4 41. 7 32. 8 28. 6 21. 6

19. 4 22. 9 20.  4 24. 3 20. 4 19. 1 20. 5 22. 9 16 . 5
41. 1 35. 9 39. 5 39. 2 43. 8 31. 8 40. 0 41. 0 35. 4
19. 6 26. 3 25.  7 22. 1 24. 2 30. 6 34. 1 26. 2 24. 9
48. 6 51. 0 56. 0 52. 6 57. 8 54. 4 52. 5 51. 0 50. 7
40. 2 34. 3 40.  3 41. 5 46. 0 38. 3 34. 4 35. 7 37. 7
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i ts  s p e c i a l  c u r r i c u l u m ,  and the quali ty  o f  its  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e y  p la c e d  

l i t t le  e m p h a s i s  on the a th le t i c  p r o g r a m .  T hey  w e r e  l e a s t  f r e q u e n t ly  

in f lu e n c e d  by the a d v i c e  o f  the ir  p a r e n ts .

B a c k g r o u n d

T a b l e  4 shows  the a v e r a g e  age  and f a m i l y  i n c o m e  o f  the students 

c h o o s i n g  e a c h  goa l  as w e l l  as the p e r c e n t a g e  o f  students  w h o s e  h o m e  

is on a f a r m  o r  in the open  cou n tr y .  Students w h o  c h o s e  the g o a l s  of  

" e n j o y  l i f e "  and " e a r n  a h ig h e r  i n c o m e "  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  c a m e  f r o m  

r u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  w h i le  students  w h o  c h o s e  " d e v e l o p i n g  a sa t is fy in g  

p h i l o s o p h y "  l e s s  f r e qu e n t ly  did.  Students  w ho  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  

b e c o m i n g  a c u l tu r e d  p e r s o n  w e r e  s l ight ly  y o u n g e r  than o th er  students,  

w h i l e  s tudents  w h o  c h o s e  " p h i l o s o p h y "  w e r e  s l ight ly  o l d e r  (the m e a n s  

had a ra n g e  o f  about f o u r  m o n th s ) .  Students  who  c h o s e  m a r r i a g e  as 

th e ir  goa l  tended  to c o m e  f r o m  f a m i l i e s  with  l o w e r  i n c o m e  than o t h e r s ,  

w h i l e  students  w h o  c h o s e  " t o  b e c o m e  a c u l tu r e d  p e r s o n "  c a m e  f r o m  

f a m i l i e s  w ith  s l ight ly  h ig h e r  i n c o m e .

E x p e c t a t i o n s  C o n c e r n i n g  C o l l e g e

T he  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  ea ch  g r o u p  o f  students c o n c e r n i n g  c o l l e g e  

a r e  shown in T a b le  5. Students  w h o  c h o s e  the g o a l s  o f  h ig h e r  i n c o m e  

o r  d e v e l o p in g  the ir  p e r s o n a l i t y  w e r e  l ik e ly  to e x p e c t  to w o r k .  Students 

w h o  c h o s e  the g o a l s  o f  l e a rn in g  to en joy  l i fe  o r  b e c o m i n g  a cu l tu r e d  

p e r s o n  w e r e  the l e a s t  l ik e ly  to e x p e c t  to w o r k .  Students who  c h o s e  the 

goa l  o f  h ig h er  i n c o m e  w e r e  m o s t  l ik e ly  to e x p e c t  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in 

i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  a th le t i c s  and the l e a s t  l ike ly  to e x p e c t  to p a r t i c ip a t e



Table 4

C o m p a r i s o n  o f  Students with  D i f f e r e n t  G o a ls  f o r  C o l l e g e  on B a c k g r o u n d  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

Enj.
L i fe

Dev.
Mind

V o c .
P r o f .  T r .

M a r ­
r ia g e

H igher
Inc.

Cul tured  
P e r  son

D e v e l o p  
P e r  son.

P h i l o ­
sop h y

N one  of  
T h e s e

P e r c e n t  W h o s e  H o m e  
is on a F a r m  o r  in 
C ou n try 31. 2 23. 1 27.  3 21.  5 3 1 . 4 21.  9 22. 4 1 5. 6 26.  2

M e d ia n  F a m i l y  Inc. 8, 800 8, 440 8, 000 7, 500 7, 890 9, 220 8, 590 8, 330 7, 940

M ean  A g e 18. 02 17. 97 17. 95 17. 92 18. 12 17. 89 17. 94 18. 22 18. 08

C o m p a r i s o n

T a b le

of  Students with  D i f f e r e n t  G o a ls  f o r

5

C o l l e g e  on E x p e c t a t i o n s  C o n c e r n i n g  C o l l e g e
Enj . Dev . V o c . M a r  - H igher C u l tu re d D e v e l o p P h i l o ­ None o f
L i fe Mind P r o f .  T r . r i a g e Inc. P e r  son P e r  son. sophy T h e s e

P e r c e n t  W h o  E x p e c t
to W o r k 52. 8 57. 1 60.  2 62.  9 66. 3 50. 5 65. 3 61. 1 59- 1

P e r c e n t  P lann ing  to 
P a r t i c i p a t e  in: 
I n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  Ath. 35. 5 29. 7 31. 8 32. 7 42.  7 32. 8 27. 4 31. 3 37. 8
M u s i c 31. 5 38. 3 31. 9 31. 6 20.  8 39. 9 37. 6 33. 8 33. 8
W r i t ing 41.  7 39. 6 28.  2 29.  4 2 1 . 0 40.  8 39. 8 47. 4 31. 2
Student Govt. 48 .  1 56. 8 46.  6 44.  3 36. 4 59. 1 56. 8 45. 8 45.  9
S c i e n c e  C lubs 24.  1 33. 2 31. 7 29.  4 29. 4 20. 3 21. 0 28. 4 23. 0
D ebate 1 5. 7 25. 2 17. 6 1 5. 5 16. 6 21. 6 20. 8

O
'

CM 2 1 . 4
A c t in g 28.  7 30. 6 24.  5 26.  8 19. 4 38. 9 29.  0 32. 7 30. 1
D e p a r t m e n t a l  C lubs 74. 1 87. 7 86.  7 79. 4 72. 6 84.  4 82. 4 80.  6 7 6 . 6
In t r a m u r a l  Ath. 64. 2 53. 7 55. 4 56. 7 62. 6 51. 0 50. 0 51. 2 52. 0
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in m u s i c ,  w r i t in g ,  student g o v e r n m e n t ,  act ing ,  o r  d e p a r t m e n t a l  c lu b s .  

Students  w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  b e c o m i n g  a c u l tu r e d  p e r s o n  w e r e  the 

m i r r o r  of  this pattern .  T h e y  w e r e  m o s t  l i k e ly  to e x p e c t  to p a r t i c ip a t e  

in m u s i c ,  student  g o v e r n m e n t ,  and a c t in g  and a l s o  the l e a s t  l ik e ly  to 

p a r t i c i p a t e  in s c i e n c e  c lu b s .  Students  w h o  h op ed  to d e v e l o p  th e ir  p e r ­

son a l i ty  w e r e  l e s s  l i k e ly  to e x p e c t  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  

a t h l e t i c s ,  in t r a m u r a l  a th le t i c s ,  o r  s c i e n c e  c lu b s .  T h e y  f r e q u e n t ly  

e x p e c t e d  to p a r t i c ip a t e  in student g o v e r n m e n t .  Students w h o  c h o s e  

the goa l  o f  d e v e l o p in g  th e ir  m ind  w e r e  m o r e  l ik e ly  than o th er  students  

to e x p e c t  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in s c i e n c e  c lu b s ,  d e p a r t m e n t a l  c lu b s ,  and s tu ­

dent  g o v e r n m e n t .

V o c a t i o n a l  C h o i c e ,  V o c a t i o n a l  R o l e ,  and D e g r e e  Goal

The  ed u ca t io n a l  m a j o r ,  v o c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e ,  and v o c a t i o n a l  r o l e s  

o f  students with  d i f f e r e n t  g o a l s  a r e  shown in T a b le  6. T h e i r  d e g r e e  

g o a l s  a r e  shown in T a b le  7. The  m o s t  d i s t in c t i v e  g r o u p  is  c o m p o s e d  

o f  students w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  h ig h e r  i n c o m e .  T h e y  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  

c h o s e  m a j o r s  and v o c a t i o n s  in a d m in is t r a t iv e ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and p e r s u a s i v e  

f i e l d s ,  b u s in e s s  and f in a n c e  f i e ld s ,  and e n g in e e r in g ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and 

t e c h n i c a l  f i e l d s .  T h e y  l e s s  f r e q u e n t ly  c h o s e  s o c i a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  o r  

e d u c a t io n a l  f i e l d s .  T h e y  w e r e  a l s o  the m o s t  f r e q u e n t ly  u n d e c id e d  about  

t h e ir  m a j o r  (27. 8 p e r c e n t )  and v o c a t i o n  (38. 4 p e r c e n t ) .  C o n s i s t e n t  

with these  r e s u l t s ,  they w e r e  l e a s t  l ik e ly  o f  a l l  g ro u p s  to c h o o s e  the 

r o l e  o f  t e a c h e r  o r  th e r a p i s t  and m o s t  l ik e ly  to c h o o s e  the r o l e  o f  a d m i n i s ­

t r a t o r  o r  s u p e r v i s o r .  A  th ird  (33. 8 p e r c e n t )  w e r e  u n d e c id e d  o r  d idn ' t



Table  6

C o m p a r i s o n  o f  Students with  D i f f e r e n t  G oa ls  f o r  C o l l e g e  on E d u c a t io n a l  M a j o r ,  
V o c a t i o n a l  C h o i c e  and P r e f e r r e d  V o c a t i o n a l  R o le

Enj.
L i f e

Dev .
Mind

V o c .
P r o f .  T r.

M a r ­
r ia g e

H ig h e r
Inc.

C u l tu re d  
P e r  son

D e v e l o p  
P e r  son.

P h i l o ­
sophy

N one  of 
The  se

E d u c a t io n  M a j o r  
S o c i a l  R e l i g i o u s  Ed. 18. 2 25. 8 25.  3 27.  9 10. 7 29.  7 30. 6 22. 2 32. 3
A d m .  P o l .  P e r  s u a s iv e  ' 9. 1 10. 8 9. 3 6. 6 13. 9 10. 8 4. 8 12. 3 6. 0
B u s in e s s  F in an c e 6. 4 6. 0 9. 0 6. 6 12. 6 8. 1 10. 5 4. 2 4. 6
S c i e n t i f i c 4. 5 9. 9 6. 3 3. 6 5. 8 3. 3 5. 6 7. 1 4. 9
E n g . A g r i c .  T e c h n i c a l 13. 6 8. 5 13. 9 1 1 .2 16. 0 6. 0 5. 6 4. 7 9. 1
M e d i c a l 8. 2 7. 6 13. 7 12. 2 5. 3 5. 5 6. 5 1 1 .8 8. 8
A r t s  & H um a nit ies 14. 5 1 1 .3 8. 4 8. 1 5. 8 16. 4 1 3. 7 18. 9 10. 5
Other 4. 5 1. 4 1. 8 3. 0 2. 0 2. 5 4. 0 0. 5 4. 2
U n d e c id e d 20.  9 18. 7 12. 3 20.  3 27.  8 17. 6 18. 5 18. 4 19. 6

V o c a t i o n a l  C h o i c e
S o c ia l  R e l i g i o u s  Ed. 20. 0 23. 9 24. 0 22. 2 7. 1 23. 3 24. 2 20. 5 30. 2
A d m .  P o l .  P e r  su a s iv e 5. 5 8. 9 7. 3 5. 7 10. 9 9. 9 2. 4 11 . 9 4. 6
B u s i n e s s  F in a n c e 5. 5 4. 9 8. 4 5. 7 9. 9 5. 8 8. 1 2. 9 2. 1
S c i e n t i f i c 1. 8 4. 8 3. 4 3. 6 3. 2 0. 8 3. 2 4. 3 2. 5
Eng, A g r i c .  T e c h n ic a l 8. 2 7. 3 11. 3 8. 2 12. 3 4. 3 4. 0 5. 2 6. 7
M e d i c a l 8. 2 7. 6 13. 8 9. 3 4. 4 4. 6 4. 0 11. 4 7. 0
A r t s  & H um a nit ies 6. 4 8. 0 6. 0 3. 6 3. 9 9. 6 8. 9 9. 5 7. 7
H o u s e w i fe 0. 9 1. 3 0. 7 7. 7 0. 5 3. 3 8. 1 2. 9 2. 1
Other 8. 2 7. 2 7. 9 8. 2 9. 4 8. 4 6. 5 1 . 1 12. 3
U n d e c id e d 35. 5 2 6. 1 17. 4 25. 8 38. 4 30. 1 30. 6 24. 3 24. 9

P r e f e r r e d  V o c a t i o n a l R o le
Re s e a r c h e r 7. 5 10. 5 7. 3 3. 3 7. 0 4 , 5 5. 0 10. 3 5. 5
T e a c h e r  - T h e r a p i s t 21. 5 26, 8 26. 4 23. 8 9. 6 23. 9 22. 7 17. 7 26. 2
A d m - S u p e r v i s o r 8. 4 8. 4 8. 8 9. 9 13. 3 7. 4 6. 7 6. 4 4. 7
Sale  sm an 2. 8 2. 8 3. 1 7. 2 6. 2 4. 7 5. 0 3. 0 2. 2
P r a c t i t i o n e r 14. 0 14. 2 21. 8 1 7. 7 13. 8 15. 3 15. 1 20. 7 1 3. 5
None o f  A b o v e 14. 0 10. 9 1 3. 0 1 7. 1 14. 5 16 . 3 17. 6 14. 8 17. 8
T w o  o r  M o r e 7. 5 4. 8 3. 2 2. 8 1 . 9 3. 9 4. 2 7. 4 4. 4
D o n ' t  K n ow ,U n dec ided 24. 3 21. 6 1 6. 5 18. 2 33. 8 23. 9 23. 5 19. 7 25. 8



Table 7

C o m p a r i s o n  o f  Students with  D i f f e r in g  G oa ls  f o r  C o l l e g e  on D e g r e e  G oa ls
( P e r c e n t  C h o o s in g  E a c h  D e g r e e )

Enj. Dev. V o c . M a r  - H igher C u ltu red D e v e l o p P h i l o ­ None o f
D e g r e e L i fe Mind P r o f ,  T r . r i a g e Inc. P e r  son P e r s o n . sophy T h e s e

C o l l e g e - N o  B.A. 22.  4 13. 9 17. 0 26.  4 25.  8 18. 9 22.  4 10. 0 19- 1
B. A . 40.  2 45.  3 48.  1 41.  6 46.  9 48.  4 45.  6 46.  2 42.  2
1, 2 y r s .  M. A. 22.  4 26. 1 21. 6 19. 3 15. 6 22. 9 23. 2 24.  3 20. 6
Ph. D. 4. 7 5. 4 2. 1 1. 5 1. 5 3. 3 2. 4 10. 5 4 , 6
M. D. 4. 7 2. 8 3. 3 2. 0 1. 4 1. 3 1. 6 3. 8 2. 8
D. D. S. 0. 9 0. 6 1. 3 2. 0 1. 0 0. 5 0. 0 0. 0 0. 4
L.  L.  B. 0. 0 2. 5 2. 0 2. 0 2. 8 1. 5 0. 0 1. 9 0. 4
B. D. 0. 0 0. 4 0. 3 0. 0 0. 1 0. 0 0. 0 1. 4 0. 4
O ther 1. 9 2. 5 3. 8 4. 1 3. 7 2. 0 4. 8 1. 4 7. 1
Tota l ,  P r o f e s s i o n a l
L e v e l  D e g r e e 10. 3 11. 7 12. 8 7. 5 6. 8 6. 6 4. 0 17. 6 8. 6



know about  th e ir  v o c a t i o n a l  r o l e .  A b o u t  a q u a r t e r  (25.  8 p e r c e n t )  did 

not  plan to obtain a b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e ,  and a s m a l l e r  p r o p o r t i o n  than 

any o th e r  g r o u p  (22. 3 p e r c e n t )  p lanned  to ob ta in  an a d v a n c e d  d e g r e e  

o f  s o m e  kind.

Students  w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  d e v e l o p in g  the ir  p e r s o n a l i t y  w e r e  

a l s o  d i s t in c t i v e .  T h e y  m o s t  f r e q u e n t ly  c h o s e  m a j o r s  and v o c a t i o n s  in 

s o c i a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  and ed u ca t ion a l  f i e l d s  and l e a s t  f r e q u e n t ly  c h o s e  

m a j o r s  and v o c a t i o n s  in a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and p e r s u a s i v e  f i e ld s ,  

o r  e n g in e e r in g ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  and t e c h n i c a l  f i e l d s .  T h e y  l e a s t  f r e q u e n t ly  

a s p i r e d  to any d e g r e e  beyon d  the m a s t e r ' s .

Students  w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  v o c a t i o n a l  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t ra in ing  

m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  than students c h o o s i n g  o th e r  g o a l s  c h o s e  m a j o r s  and 

v o c a t i o n s  in m e d i c a l  f i e l d s  and w e r e  l e a s t  o f ten  u n d e c id e d .  T h e y  p r e ­

f e r r e d  the r o l e  o f  p r a c t i t i o n e r  and w e r e  l e a s t  o ften  u n d e c id e d  about  a 

v o c a t i o n a l  r o l e .  T hey  f r e q u e n t ly  p lanned  to ob ta in  a d e g r e e  b e y o n d  the 

m a s t e r ' s.

Students  w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  " d e v e l o p i n g  a s a t i s f y in g  p h i l o s o p h y "  

s e l d o m  c h o s e  m a j o r s  and v o c a t i o n s  in b u s i n e s s  and f in a n ce  f i e l d s ,  o r  

in e n g in e e r in g ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  and t e c h n i c a l  f i e l d s .  T h e y  c h o s e  a r t s  

and h u m a n i t ie s  f i e ld s ,  m e d i c a l  f i e l d s ,  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  p o l i t i c a l  

and p e r s u a s i v e  f i e l d s  s o m e w h a t  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  than o th e r  g r o u p s .

T h e y  c h o s e  the r o l e s  o f  r e s e a r c h e r  and p r a c t i t i o n e r  s o m e w h a t  m o r e  

f r e q u e n t ly  and the r o l e  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o r  s u p e r v i s o r  l e s s  f r e q u e n t ly  

than o th er  g r o u p s .  T h is  la s t  c h o i c e  is not  c o m p l e t e l y  c o n s i s t e n t  with



th e ir  v o c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e ,  p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  a d m in is t r a t iv e ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  

and p e r s u a s i v e  f i e l d s  in c lu d e  in tern a t ion a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  law, h i s t o r y  and 

f o r e i g n  s e r v i c e ,  a m o n g  o t h e r s .  T h is  g r o u p  w a s  a l s o  the l e a s t  l ik e ly  

to think they w o u ld  f o r g o  a b a c h e l o r ’ s d e g r e e  and the m o s t  l ik e ly  to 

p lan to w o r k  f o r  a d e g r e e  b e y o n d  the m a s t e r ' s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the P h . D .  , 

w h i c h  they p lanned  tw ice  as f r e q u e n t ly  as any o th e r  group .

Students  w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  d e v e l o p in g  th e ir  m in d  and i n t e l l e c ­

tual  a b i l i t i e s  c h o s e  s c i e n t i f i c  f i e l d s  and the r o l e  o f  r e s e a r c h e r  m o r e  

f r e q u e n t l y  than any o th e r  g ro u p .  T hey  f r e q u e n t ly  (37. 8 p e r c e n t )  p lanned 

to obtain  s o m e  d e g r e e  b eyon d  the B. A.  In c o n t r a s t ,  those  who c h o s e  the 

goa l  o f  b e c o m i n g  a c u l tu r e d  p e r s o n  f r e q u e n t ly  c h o s e  a r ts  and h u m an it ie s  

f i e l d s  and r e l a t i v e l y  l e s s  f r e q u e n t ly  c h o s e  s c i e n t i f i c ,  en g in e e r in g ,  

a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  o r  t e c h n i c a l  f i e l d s ,  o r  the r o l e  o f  r e s e a r c h e r .  They  

s e l d o m  planned  to obtain d e g r e e s  beyon d  the m a s t e r ' s .

S u m m a r y  of  G rou p  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

T h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a m o n g  students  who  c h o s e  e a c h  goa l  can be seen  

m o r e  s h a r p ly  by s u m m a r i z i n g  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w h i c h  d i s t in g u is h e d  

e a c h  grou p .  Of c o u r s e ,  these  s u m m a r i e s  a r e  b a s e d  on a v e r a g e s ,  and 

the v a r i a t i o n  with in  e a c h  g r o u p  is  l a r g e .

E n jo y  L i f e

The students  w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  " t o  l e a r n  to e n joy  l i f e "  f r e q u e n t ly  

c a m e  f r o m  r u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d s .  T hey  had low  to a v e r a g e  g r a d e s  in high 

s c h o o l  and a v e r a g e  A C T  s c o r e s .  T h e i r  n o n - a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t s  

in high s c h o o l  w e r e  a v e r a g e  in all  a r e a s .  In c h o o s i n g  a c o l l e g e ,  they
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w e r e  l e s s  in f lu e n c e d  by its  p r o g r e s s i v e  a t m o s p h e r e ,  rep u ta t ion ,  s p e c i a l  

c u r r i c u l u m ,  s i z e ,  o r  l o c a t i o n .  S o m e  w e r e  in f lu e n c e d  by the a t tendance  

o f  the ir  f r i e n d s .  T hey  w e r e  l e s s  l ik e ly  to e x p e c t  to w o r k  in c o l l e g e  

but m o r e  l ik e ly  to p lan to p a r t i c i p a t e  in a th le t i c s .  T h e y  w e r e  f r e q u e n t ly  

u n d e c id e d  about  a v o c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e  and c h o s e  two o r  m o r e  v o c a t i o n a l  

r o l e s  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  than any o th er  g rou p .  S o m e  p lanned  m e d i c a l  

d e g r e e s .

D e v e l o p  M ind

A  th ird  o f  the s a m p le  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  d e v e l o p in g  th e ir  mind.

The  students  w h o  c h o s e  this g o a l  had high g r a d e s  in h igh s c h o o l ,  and 

had high A C T  te s t  s c o r e s .  T h e y  had m o r e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  in l e a d e r s h i p  

than o th er  students .  Theii* c h o i c e  o f  c o l l e g e  w a s  in f lu e n c e d  by a n u m ­

b e r  o f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  the in te l le c tu a l  qual i ty  and reputa t ion  

o f  the s c h o o l .  T hey  w e r e  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  in f lu e n c e d  by a high s c h o o l  

t e a c h e r  than any o th er  group .  T h e y  e x p e c t e d  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in s c i e n c e  

and d e p a r t m e n t a l  c lu b s  and student  g o v e r n m e n t .  W h i le  they c h o s e  m any  

v o c a t i o n s ,  they c h o s e  s c i e n t i f i c  m a j o r s  and v o c a t i o n s  and the r o l e  o f  

r e s e a r c h e r  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  than any o th er  g rou p .  T h e y  f r e q u e n t ly  p lanned 

to obtain a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e .

V o c a t i o n a l  o r  P r o f e s s i o n a l  T r a in in g

Half  (51 p e r c e n t )  o f  the students  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  v o c a t i o n a l  o r  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  t ra in ing .  Students  w h o  c h o s e  this goa l  c a m e  f r o m  f a m i l i e s  

w i th  s l ight ly  l o w e r  f a m i l y  i n c o m e  than m o s t  o th e r  g r o u p s .  T h e i r  high 

s c h o o l  g r a d e s  and A C T  test  s c o r e s  v a r i e d  w i d e l y ,  but t h e i r  m e a n s  w e r e



about  a v e r a g e .  T h e i r  n o n - a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t s  w e r e  a v e r a g e .  They  

e m p h a s i z e d  the p r e s e n c e  o f  a s p e c i a l  c u r r i c u l u m  in the ir  c h o i c e  o f  a 

c o l l e g e .  T h e y  planned to p a r t i c ip a t e  in d e p a r t m e n t a l  and s c i e n c e  c lu b s .  

A m o n g  a ll  the g r o u p s  they w e r e  the l e a s t  o f ten  u n d e c id e d  about  m a j o r ,  

v o c a t i o n ,  o r  v o c a t i o n a l  r o l e  c h o i c e .  T h e y  o ften  c h o s e  m e d i c a l  f i e ld s  

as  m a j o r s  and v o c a t i o n s  and m o s t  o ften  c h o s e  the r o l e  o f  p r a c t i t i o n e r .  

T h e y  f r e q u e n t ly  p lanned  s o m e  d e g r e e  r e q u i r in g  w o r k  b eyon d  the m a s t e r ' s  

l e v e l .

M a r r i a g e

The m e n  and w o m e n  w h o  c h o s e  m a r r i a g e  as the ir  goa l  often 

c a m e  f r o m  f a m i l i e s  w i th  low i n c o m e s .  T hey  had m o d e r a t e l y  low  high 

s c h o o l  g r a d e s  and low  m e a n s  on the A C T  te s t s .  T h e y  sh o w e d  f e w e r  

n o n - a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t s  in s e v e r a l  a r e a s  than o th e r  students .

T h e y  w e r e  f r e q u e n t ly  in f lu e n c e d  by a h igh s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  o r  c o l l e g e  

c o u n s e l o r  in th e ir  c h o i c e  o f  c o l l e g e .  T hey  sa id  they  w e r e  not in f lu e n ce d  

by s o c i a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  a v a i la b le  at th e ir  c o l l e g e .  T hey  c h o s e  a w id e  

v a r i e t y  o f  m a j o r s  but l e a s t  f r e q u e n t ly  p lanned  v o c a t i o n s  in the a r ts  

and h u m a n it ie s .  One out o f  f o u r  did not p lan to  obta in  a b a c h e l o r ' s  

d e g r e e .

H ig h e r  In c o m e

Students w h o  c h o s e  h ig h e r  i n c o m e  as the ir  goa l  f r e q u e n t ly  c a m e  

f r o m  l o w - i n c o m e  f a m i l i e s  and r u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d s .  They  had the l o w e s t  

g r a d e s  o f  any g r o u p  in high s c h o o l ;  they a l s o  had low m e a n  s c o r e s  on 

the A C T  te s t s .  T h e y  sh ow ed  l e s s  a c h i e v e m e n t  in m o s t  n o n - a c a d e m i c  

a r e a s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  m u s i c  and d r a m a t i c  art .  T h e i r  c h o i c e  o f  c o l l e g e
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w a s  l i t t le  in f lu e n c e d  by its in te l l e c tu a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  e th i c a l  e m p h a s i s ,  o r  

l i b e r a l  a t m o s p h e r e .  T hey  w e r e  in f lu e n c e d  by its l o c a t i o n ,  a th le t i c  p r o ­

g r a m ,  and the a t tendance  o f  th e i r  f r i e n d s .  T w o - t h i r d s  e x p e c t e d  to w o r k .

P e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  o f  the ir  a n t i c ip a te d  e m p l o y m e n t ,  they did not e x p e c t  

to p a r t i c ip a t e  as  f r e q u e n t ly  as o th e r  students  in m u s i c ,  w r i t in g ,  s tu -
V

dent  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a ct ing ,  o r  d e p a r t m e n t a l  c lu b s  at th e i r  c o l l e g e  but 

d id  e x p e c t  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in a t h le t i c s .  T h e y  w e r e  m o s t  l i k e ly  to be 

u n d e c id e d  about  t h e i r  m a j o r  and v o c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e  and s e l d o m  c h o s e  

c a r e e r s  in m e d i c a l  f i e l d s ,  a r t s  and h u m a n i t ie s ,  o r  s o c i a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  

o r  ed u ca t io n a l  f i e l d s .  T hey  m o s t  of ten c h o s e  m a j o r s  in the " p r a c t i c a l "  

f i e l d s :  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and p e r s u a s i v e ;  b u s i n e s s  and f in a n c e ;

and e n g in e e r in g ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  and t e c h n i c a l  f i e l d s .  A  th ird  w e r e  

u n d e c id e d  about  a v o c a t i o n a l  r o l e ,  but they  c h o s e  the r o l e  o f  a d m i n i s ­

t r a t o r - s u p e r v i s o r  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e q u e n t ly .  F e w  p lanned  a d v a n c e d  t ra in in g  

b e y o n d  the m a s t e r ' s .

B e c o m e  a C u l tu red  P e r s o n

T he  students w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  b e c o m i n g  a c u l t u r e d  p e r s o n  

tended  to c o m e  f r o m  high  i n c o m e  f a m i l i e s .  T h e y  had m o d e r a t e l y  low 

m e a n  A C T  s c o r e s  but had a v e r a g e  high s c h o o l  g r a d e s .  T h e  had r e l a t i v e l y  

f r e q u e n t  a c h i e v e m e n t s  in the a r e a s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p ,  m u s i c ,  and d r a m a t i c  

art .  T h e i r  c h o i c e  o f  c o l l e g e  w a s  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  in f lu e n c e d  by its
\

l i b e r a l  a t m o s p h e r e ,  s o c i a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s ,  nat ional  reputat ion ,  and the 

p r e s e n c e  o f  f r a t e r n i t i e s  and s o r o r i t i e s  on c a m p u s .  T h e y  w e r e  l e s s  

f r e q u e n t ly  in f lu e n c e d  by the low c o s t  o f  the c o l l e g e .  T h e y  w e r e  m o s t
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l i k e l y  to e x p e c t  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in m u s i c ,  student  g o v e r n m e n t ,  and a c t ­

ing.  T h e y  w e r e  l e s s  l ik e ly  to p lan to w o r k  o r  p a r t i c ip a t e  in s c i e n c e  

c lu b s .  T h e y  w e r e  l e a s t  l i k e l y  to m a k e  v o c a t i o n a l  c h o i c e s  f r o m  

s c i e n t i f i c ,  e n g in e e r in g ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  o r  t e c h n i c a l  f i e l d s  and m o s t  

l ik e ly  to c h o o s e  f r o m  the a r ts  and h u m a n i t ie s .  T h e y  s e l d o m  planned  

any a d v a n c e d  d e g r e e .

D e v e l o p  P e r s o n a l i t y

T h e  students  w h o  c h o s e  to d e v e l o p  the ir  p e r s o n a l i t y  w e r e  

s o m e w h a t  y o u n g e r  than th e ir  c l a s s m a t e s ,  on  the a v e r a g e .  T h e i r  A C T  

te s t  s c o r e  m e a n s  w e r e  high,  and they  had the h ig h e s t  a v e r a g e  high 

s c h o o l  g r a d e s  o f  any grou p .  T h e s e  students  w e r e  o f ten  in f lu e n c e d  by 

the a d v i c e  o f  th e ir  p a r e n ts  in th e ir  c h o i c e  o f  c o l l e g e  and e m p h a s i z e d  

the c o l l e g e ' s  p r o g r e s s i v e  and e th ica l  a t m o s p h e r e ,  s o c i a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s ,  

and s i z e .  T h e y  p lanned  to p a r t i c ip a t e  in student  g o v e r n m e n t  m o r e  

f r e q u e n t ly  than o th er  g r o u p s  and l e s s  f r e q u e n t ly  p lanned  to p a r t i c ip a t e  

in a th le t i c s  o r  s c i e n c e  c lu b s .  T h e y  s e l d o m  c h o s e  m a j o r s  o r  v o c a t i o n s  

in a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  o r  p e r s u a s i v e  f i e l d s ;  e n g in e e r in g ;  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

o r  t e c h n i c a l  f i e l d s ;  o r  m e d i c a l  f i e ld s .  T h e y  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  c h o s e  m a j o r s  

and v o c a t i o n s  in s o c i a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  and ed u ca t io n a l  f i e l d s .  M any  o f  the 

w o m e n  in this g r o u p  c h o s e  the c a r e e r  o f  h o u s e w i fe .  V e r y  few (4. 0 

p e r c e n t )  p lanned  an a c a d e m i c  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e g r e e  b e y o n d  the m a s t e r ' s  

l e v e l .

D e v e l o p  a P h i l o s o p h y

Students  c h o o s i n g  to d e v e l o p  a p h i l o s o p h y  c a m e  p r e d o m in a n t ly  

f r o m  u r b a n  b a c k g r o u n d s .  T h e y  te n d e d  to be  s l ight ly  o l d e r  than o th er
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students .  T h e y  had the h ig h e s t  m e a n  A C T  s c o r e s  and m o d e r a t e l y  h igh 

g r a d e s  in h igh s c h o o l .  T h e y  a c h i e v e d  s l ight ly  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  than 

o t h e r s  in the a r e a s  o f  w r i t i n g  and d r a m a .  T h e i r  c h o i c e  o f  c o l l e g e  w a s  

in f lu e n c e d  by its l i b e r a l  a t m o s p h e r e ,  s p e c i a l  c u r r i c u l u m ,  and qual i ty  

o f  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e y  w e r e  l i t t le  in f lu e n c e d  by a d v i c e  o f  th e i r  p a r e n t s  

o r  the c o l l e g e s '  a th le t i c  p r o g r a m .  T h e y  p lanned  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in 

w r i t i n g  and debate .  T h e y  m o s t  f r e q u e n t ly  c h o s e  m a j o r s  in the a r t s  

and h u m a n i t ie s  or a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  o r  p e r s u a s i v e  f i e ld s .

T h e y  l e a s t  f r e q u e n t ly  c h o s e  m a j o r s  in b u s i n e s s  and f in a n c e  f i e l d s ,  

and e n g in e e r in g ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  o r  t e c h n i c a l  f i e l d s .  T h e i r  c h o i c e s  o f  

v o c a t i o n s  f o l l o w e d  the s a m e  pattern .  T h e y  f r e q u e n t ly  c h o s e  the v o c a ­

t iona l  r o l e  o f  r e s e a r c h e r  and l e a s t  f r e q u e n t ly  c h o s e  the r o l e s  o f  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r - s u p e r v i s o r  o r  s a l e s m a n .  N e a r l y  40 p e r  cent,  c o n s i d e r a b l y  

m o r e  than any o th e r  g rou p ,  p lanned  s o m e  a d v a n c e d  d e g r e e  be y o n d  the 

B. A . ;  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  high p r o p o r t i o n  a s p i r e d  to the P h . D .  d e g r e e .

D i s c u s s i o n

O th er  r e s e a r c h  has in d ica ted  the i m p o r t a n c e  o f  g o a l s  and v a lu e s  

in the a r e a s  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  c h o i c e ,  e d u c a t io n a l  p la n s ,  and student  

op in ion  ( R o s e n b e r g ,  1957;  D a v is ,  1965;  G o ld s e n  et  al .  , I9 6 0 ) .  T h e  

p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h  tends to su p p or t  the e a r l i e r  s tud ies  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  

c h o i c e ,  but, in c o n t r a s t  to th e se  s tud ies ,  f o c u s e d  on the c o r r e l a t e s  o f  

ed u ca t io n a l  r a t h e r  than o c c u p a t i o n a l  v a lu e s .  E d u c a t io n a l  g o a l s  a r e  

c l e a r l y  r e la t e d  to the r e a s o n s  students g ive  f o r  c h o o s i n g  a c o l l e g e  and to 

the c o l l e g e  a c t i v i t i e s  in w h i c h  students  plan to p a r t i c i p a t e .  O f  c o u r s e ,
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e d u c a t i o n a l  g o a l s  a r e  r e la t e d  to ed u ca t io n a l  p lans .  T ak en  t o g e th e r ,  th ese  

r e s u l t s  in d ica te  that ed u ca t io n a l  g o a l s  have  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e la t i o n  to 

the e x p e c t a t i o n s  and p lans  o f  c o l l e g e  bound students.

It c ou ld  be a r g u e d  that s o m e  o f  the re la t i o n  b e tw e e n  g o a l s  and 

p lans  is  due to in i t ia l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in a c a d e m i c  ab i l i ty .  T h is  d o e s  not 

s e e m  to be the c a s e ,  h o w e v e r .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  d e g r e e  p lans  should  

be s t r o n g l y  in f lu e n c e d  by in it ia l  ab i l i ty .  If w e  c o m p a r e  the m e a n  on 

the A C T  te s t  c o m p o s i t e  f o r  students  w h o  c h o s e  the goa l  o f  d e v e l o p in g  

the ir  p e r s o n a l i t y  w i th  th o se  w h o  want  to d e v e l o p  a p h i l o s o p h y  w e  f ind 

that th e se  two g r o u p s  a r e  n e a r l y  equal ;  in d eed ,  th e se  two g r o u p s  have  

the two h ig h e s t  m e a n  A C T  s c o r e s .  H o w e v e r ,  th o se  w h o  c h o o s e  to 

d e v e l o p  th e ir  p e r s o n a l i t y  have  the l e a s t  a s p i r a t i o n  to any p r o f e s s i o n a l  

l e v e l  d e g r e e ,  w h i l e  th o se  w h o  c h o o s e  to d e v e l o p  a p h i l o s o p h y  have the 

g r e a t e s t  a s p i r a t i o n .  The o th er  r e la t i o n s  tend to in d i c a te  the s a m e  resu l t .  

It s e e m s ,  then,  that d i f f e r e n c e s  in a c a d e m i c  apti tude cannot  a c c o u n t  

f o r  th e se  f ind ings .

If w e  in t e r p r e t  th e se  r e s u l t s  in a g lo b a l  m a n n e r ,  it a p p e a r s  that 

the d i f f e r e n t  g o a l s  c h o s e n  by students  ra n g e  f r o m  the p r a g m a t i c  to the 

i d e a - o r i e n t e d  and f r o m  the b r o a d  and e x p r e s s i v e  to the n a r r o w  and 

p a r t i c u l a r .  The  m o s t  s t r ik in g  d i f f e r e n c e s  s e e m  to be  b e tw e e n  the 

students  w h o  c h o s e  " t o  e a r n  a h ig h er  i n c o m e "  and th o se  w h o  c h o s e  

" t o  d e v e l o p  a s a t i s f y in g  p h i l o s o p h y .  " T h e s e  two g r o u p s  w e r e  o p p o s i t e s  

on both d i m e n s i o n s .  The  students  w h o  sought  v o c a t i o n a l  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

t ra in in g  tended  to be p r a g m a t i c  and n a r r o w  w h i l e  th o se  w h o  sought  to



d e v e l o p  th e ir  m in d s  and in te l l e c tu a l  a b i l i t i e s  w e r e  m o r e  i d e a - o r i e n t e d  

and e x p r e s s i v e .  Students  w h o  w i s h e d  to " b e c o m e  a c u l tu r e d  p e r s o n "  

a r e  not p r a g m a t i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  but they  a l s o  s e e m  l e s s  i n t e r e s t e d  in 

id ea s  than in art ,  m u s i c ,  and o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  e x p r e s s i o n .  T h o s e  w h o  

c h o s e  the goa l  o f  m a r r i a g e  have  a v e r y  n a r r o w  p r a g m a t i c  o b j e c t i v e .  

T h o s e  w h o  planned  to l e a r n  to e n jo y  l i f e  s e e m e d  to be p r a g m a t i c ,  but 

had a v e r y  b r o a d  goa l ,  w h i l e  th o se  w h o  w i s h e d  to d e v e l o p  the ir  p e r ­

son a l i ty  s e e m e d  only  m o d e r a t e l y  i d e a - o r i e n t e d ,  but had a v e r y  b r o a d  

g oa l .

It s e e m s  m o s t  u s e fu l  h o w e v e r ,  to c o n s i d e r  e a c h  g o a l  s e p a r a t e ly .  

T h is  is  not a s im p l e  task  b e c a u s e  the data  about  e a c h  goa l  is not e a s i l y  

i n t e r p r e t e d .  In g e n e r a l ,  the s tudents  c h o o s i n g  e a c h  g o a l  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  

but the d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  not l a r g e .  S in c e  ha l f  the students  c h o s e  one  

goa l ,  85 p e r c e n t  c h o s e  one o f  two g o a l s ,  and 92 p e r c e n t  c h o s e  one  o f  . 

th r e e  g o a l s ,  the c o m p a r i s o n s  a r e  o ften  b a s e d  on v e r y  s m a l l  g r o u p s .

T h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  students  w h o  c h o s e  the two m a in  g o a l s  o f  v o c a t i o n a l  

o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u ca t ion  and d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the m in d  r e n d e r s  it 

h a z a r d o u s  to b a s e  p r e d i c t i o n s  on k n o w le d g e  o f  g o a l s  a lone .

M a n y  students ,  h o w e v e r ,  c o u ld  be h e lp e d  by d i s c u s s i n g  the ir  

p u r p o s e s  in attending c o l l e g e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  the student w h o  w an ts  

v o c a t i o n a l  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  tra in ing  f r o m  c o l l e g e  w i l l  o f ten  e x p e c t  c o l l e g e  

to p r o v i d e  h im  w ith  s p e c i f i c  in s t ru c t i o n .  He m a y  e x p e c t  a n s w e r s ,  f a c t s ,  

and sk i l l s  w h i c h  he thinks a r e  n e e d e d  f o r  the j o b .  He m a y  f e e l  that 

c o u r s e s  in E n g l i s h ,  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e ,  and the h u m a n i t ie s  a r e  i r r e l e v a n t
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to his g o a l s .  He m a y  p r e f e r  the s t r u c t u r e  and d e ta i le d  fa c t s  of  v o c a ­

t iona l  in s t r u c t i o n  to the a m b ig u o u s  and a b s t r a c t  qual i ty  o f  g e n e r a l  

ed u ca t ion .  W hen  he e n t e r s  c o l l e g e  he m a y  be d i s tu r b e d  by the la c k  of  

s t r u c t u r e  he f inds  there .  He w i l l  find that i n s t r u c t o r s  and tex tbook s  

do  not a lw a y s  " h a v e  the a n s w e r s ,  " and that th ere  a r e  o ften  no ’ ’ r igh t "  

a n s w e r s  at al l .  M any  students  in this g r o u p  m a y  f a c e  d i f f i c u l t  a d j u s t ­

m e n t s  in c o l l e g e .  C o u n s e l o r s  and p r o f e s s o r s  should  b e c o m e  acqua inted  

w ith  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s .

A n o t h e r  student m a y  c h o o s e  the goa l  o f  d e v e l o p in g  h is  p e r s o n a l i t y .  

He w o u ld  p r o b a b l y  be n e f i t  f r o m  a d i s c u s s i o n  of  what  this goa l  m e a n s  

and f r o m  a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  the e x p e r i e n c e s  w h i c h  w o u ld  help  h im  

attain it. What  m a j o r  f i e ld ,  c l a s s e s ,  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w o u ld  he lp  h im  a c h i e v e  his g o a l ?  Is his ( 

g o a l  a t e m p o r a r y  one ,  o r  is  it a w e l l - c o n s i d e r e d  c h o i c e  w h i c h  is  c e n t r a l  

to his p u r p o s e s  in l i f e ?  D o e s  it r e p r e s e n t  a m a t u r e  o r  i m m a t u r e  v iew  

o f  c o l l e g e ?  In al l  o f  this,  a g ood  c o u n s e l o r  o r  a d v i s o r  can help  a student 

c o m e  to t e r m s  with  his c o l l e g e  e x p e r i e n c e s  and h is  own c h o i c e s .

P e r h a p s  m o s t  im p o r ta n t ,  students  should  have  an oppor tu n ity  to

r e v i e w  the ir  h o p e s  and p u r p o s e s  f o r  c o l l e g e .  M o s t  students w o u ld  p r o f i t

f r o m  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  the ir  e x p e c t a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  c o l l e g e  and f r o m

1
thinking about  the kind o f  p e r s o n  they hope  to b e c o m e .  Students can  be 

h e lp e d  to a p p r o a c h  th e ir  c o l l e g e  c a r e e r  with  c l e a r e r  p u r p o s e  and g r e a t e r

r e a d i n e s s  to attain the ir  g o a l s .

 ̂T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  v a lu ab le  idea's on these  s u b je c t s  in a f ine book  
w r i t t e n  f o r  c o l l e g e  f r e s h m e n  by V i r g in ia  V o e k s  (1957),  t it led  On B e c o m i n g  
an E d u c a te d  P e r s o n .
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